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I always find that the end of the year sneaks up on me. With the Christ-

mas tree already standing tall next to Cobb’s Landing, stores stocking their 
shelves with holiday goodies, and festive music sneaking its way onto the ra-
dio, this year is no exception. While we clearly have many blessings to count, 
it’s always important to remember those less fortunate than us, a notion that 
was reinforced at last week’s social with local accountants to benefit Sarah’s 
Kitchen and the Treasure Coast Food Bank. Be sure to take some time this 
holiday season to give thanks for what you have and to share those blessings 
with others. 

 
Speaking of which, I wanted to share a few things for which I am 

thankful related to the SLCBA: 
 
 Our sponsors: Our fall has been chock full of social events, many of 

them made possible by the generous sponsorship of various busi-
nesses. 

 
 Our officers: Every day, our executive board and various committee 

chairs are working tirelessly to keep our organization going. 
 
 Our members: Without your support and attendance, our organiza-

tion would crumble. 
 

I sincerely hope that you and yours have a safe, happy, and healthy 
holiday season, and I look forward to an exciting 2014! 
 

 Sincerely, 

 

 Lillian Ewen 
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 “The St. Lucie County Bar 

Association consists of the 

attorneys who practice law in 

St. Lucie County, Florida. 

Our mission is to promote 

respect for the legal 

profession, serve our local 

legal community, and foster 

camaraderie among attorneys 

in St. Lucie County.” 

Wednesday, December 4 at 5:30 pm - 9:30pm at the Pelican Yacht Club.   

Upcoming Monthly Luncheons  

Friday, January 14 at 11:00 am—6:00 pm at the Boca Raton Country Club. 

Annual Holiday Party: 

Inside the Appellate Court:  An Afternoon with the 4th DCA: 

The dates of this year’s general monthly meetings are:  

Regular Bar meetings are held on the first Friday of the month from noon to 
1:00pm at Cobb’s Landing in downtown Fort Pierce.   All attending active 
members receive complimentary buffet lunch.  During each luncheon, a dif-
ferent guest speaker gives a presentation on current legal topics.  CLE credit is 
provided.   

Reminder:  We will not be having a  regular Bar meeting in December or         
January.  Our next monthly Bar meeting will be held in February.    

 

February 7, 2014 April 4, 2014 March 7, 2014 

Upcoming Special Events  

In the News: Judge Tony Schwab is Appointed to the 19th Circuit 

Congratulations to Tony Schwab on his appointment to the circuit bench!  

Schwab started his career at the State Attorney’s office before moving to private 

practice in 1997.  Schwab has served as a Nineteenth Judicial Circuit Traffic 

Magistrate since 2003.  He is taking over the family and juvenile assignment 

vacated by Judge Mark Klingensmith’s appointment to the Fourth District Court 

of Appeal. 

Judge Schwab takes the bench on December 9, 2013.  The St. Lucie County Bar Association wishes 

him the best of luck in his new appointment.  Stay tuned for details on his January 2014 investiture 

in St. Lucie County. 

Friends of the Rupert J. Smith Law Library Black Tie Gala: 

Saturday, February 15 at 6:30 pm—11:30 pm at the PGA Pavilion in PGA.  

Annual Bench Bar Conference: 

Friday, April 11, 2014 at the Port St. Lucie Civic Center.   

Law Day Luncheon: 

Friday, May 2, 2014 at the Pelican Yacht Club.   



SLCBA Committee Information  
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Judicial Liaison: 

Pro-Bono:  

The Judicial Liaison Committee works to assist in building better               

relationships and understanding between the members of our judiciary and 

the members of the bar. This is important, because it is difficult for lawyers 

and judges to exchange thoughts and concerns if their only interaction is in 

the formal setting of a courtroom.  

The Committee works with the staff of FRLS each year to produce the   

Annual Bench Bar Conference. The annual conference is an all-day event 

which provides both educational opportunities and an opportunity for the 

exchange of ideas and issues between the bench and the bar.   This year, the 

conference will be held on April 11, 2014 at the Port St. Lucie Civic Center.  

We will examine the impact of social media on legal practice, and include 

breakout sessions covering different practice areas, including civil, crimi-

nal, family and appellate law.  This is a circuit wide event, the Committee 

has members from not only the SLCBA but also from all of the bar associa-

tions in the circuit.  In addition to the Annual Bench Bar Conference, the 

Committee also periodically hosts judicial receptions and smaller informal 

events to assist in communications between the bench and the bar.   

For more information, contact HaroldMelville@bellsouth.net.         

Harold G. Melville, Esq. 

Melville & Sowerby, P.L.  

The Pro Bono Committee assists Florida Rural Legal Services (FRLS) in 

the placement and handling of pro bono cases, and in holding special events 

to provide free civil legal assistance to indigents and low income            

individuals, in St. Lucie County.   

The primary function of Committee is recruiting SLCBA members to 

“staff” various events, in particular “Ask-a-Lawyer” Pro Bono Clinics that 

are scheduled for a St. Lucie County venue approximately once each quar-

ter.  For these Clinics, FRLS pre-qualifies clients, sets appointments for 

consultations of ½ hour each, and provides malpractice coverage for the 

volunteer attorneys who provide counseling services to clients.   

For more information regarding the Pro Bono committee, contact either 

DHarrell@gh-law.com, or Carolyn.Fabrizio@frls.org.  

 
Carolyn Fabrizio, Esq. 

Pro Bono Coordinator                   

Florida Rural Legal Services   
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Membership:  

Special Events: 

Young Lawyers:  

The young lawyers division is designed to serve lawyers new to the   

profession. We assist in providing mentors within the profession and 

provide opportunities to serve the community. Our committee will put 

together events for new lawyers and come up with ways to serve the 

community and the profession.   

For more information, contact DApfelbaum@deanmead.com.  Dana Apfelbaum, Esq. 

Dean, Mead, Minton & Zwemer  

The membership committee is responsible for encouraging new       

members to join the SLCBA and helping to facilitate events that will         

accomplish that goal.  Please bring a friend to a meeting or an upcoming 

event.  Visit our website to see how you can become a member by filling 

out a brief application and paying your required annual membership 

dues which cover your monthly lunches which offer CLE's, the Holiday 

party, and law week activities.  Please see the attached application.   

Shannon Eighmie, Esq. 

Assistant Public Defender 

 (photo currently unavailable) 

The special events committee seeks to coordinate interactive social      

functions for SLCBA members to attend. At these events, members    

have the opportunity to network with other local attorneys as well as    

individuals in different professional fields. This year, we have a range     

of exciting events planned. Please see the list of “Upcoming Special 

Events” on page 2 for more details.   

For more information, contact EwenL@circuit19.org. 
Lillian Ewen, Esq. 

Appellate Staff Attorney 

Newsletter:  

The SLCBA Newsletter is published monthly by the St. Lucie County 

Bar Association as a service to its members.  We strive to include articles 

covering current and trending legal topics, committee news, and local 

events.  We  invite members to submit articles, opinions on current topics 

and letters to the editor. 

For more information, contact  Shaniek.Maynard@usdoj.gov. 
 Shaniek Maynard, Esq. 

Assistant United States Attorney 
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The CLE from Public Defender Diamond Litty’s presentation 
at the November 1 meeting,  “A Holistic Approach to Public 

Defending,” is 1309289N 

Job Announcements 
 

 19th Judicial Circuit: Civil Traffic Infraction Hearing Officer  
 Independent Contractor.  Closing date is December 2, 2013 at  
 5:00 p.m.  A cover letter and resume are required.  Please see  
 http://www.circuit19.org/careers.html for more details. 

 
 

The SLCBA Celebrates  
Judge Mark W.  
Klingensmith’s  

Appointment to the Fourth 
District Court of Appeals  

on November 8, 2013 

 
 
 

Congratulations 
Judge Klingensmith! 
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To join the St. Lucie County Bar Association, you may register online or by                           

completing and submitting the application attached at the end of this newsletter.   

 $150 General Members 

 $75 Young Lawyers Division Members 

 $75 Full Time Government Attorneys 

 $30 Assistant State Attorneys and Public Defenders 

 

Dues for the 2013-2014 year are now due and payable. 
Please submit your payment as soon as possible to PO Box 3014, Fort Pierce, Florida 34948 or 
at a monthly meeting.  

SLCBA Membership  
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Newsletter Submissions 

Visit our new website  

www.SLCBA.org    
or contact us in wriƟng:  

P.O. Box 3014 
Fort Pierce, Florida 34948 

The SLCBA Newsletter is published monthly.  

Please feel free to submit articles, opinions, news, 

or other information. We hope to include articles 

covering current and trending legal topics,      

committee news, and local events.  We are open to 

and appreciate all feedback!  Contact Shaniek 

Maynard at shaniek.maynard@usdoj.gov with 

any submissions, announcements, or  ideas;  put 

“SLCBA Newsletter” in the subject line.   

Submissions may be in Word or PDF format. 

See the deadline chart below. 

Advertising space is available for purchase.  Advertising space is available for purchase.  Advertising space is available for purchase.     

2013-2014 Executive Board: 

President: Lillian Ewen  

President-Elect: Carlos Wells 

Secretary and Treasurer: Victoria Adkins 

Immediate Past President: Hugh J. Eighme II  

Judicial Liaison Chair: Harold G. Melville 

Pro Bono Chair: Dan Harrell and Carolyn Fabrizio  

Young Lawyers Division Chair: Dana Apfelbaum  

Membership Chair: Shannon Eighmie  

Newsletter Editor : Shaniek Maynard 

Newsletter Submission Deadlines  

Submission Deadline Date of Publication Monthly Meeting  

Aug 16 Aug 23 Sept 6 

Sept 13 Sept 20 Oct 4 

Oct 11 Oct 18 Nov 1 

Jan 17 Jan 24 Feb 7 

Feb 14 Feb 21 March 7 

March 14 March 21 April 4 
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